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(b) Policies—(1) Active non-Federal 
projects. A levee owner’s manual devel-
oped and distributed by the Corps will 
be provided to all sponsors of Active 
non-Federal projects. The levee own-
er’s manual will include the standards 
that must be met to maintain an Ac-
tive status in the Rehabilitation and 
Inspection Program. Levee owner’s 
manuals will also be provided, upon re-
quest, to sponsors of Inactive non-Fed-
eral projects so that the sponsors may 
evaluate their projects and prepare for 
an IEI to gain an Active status in the 
RIP. 

(2) Federal projects. The Operation and 
Maintenance Manual specified by 33 
CFR 208.10(a)(10) will fulfill the re-
quirement of providing a levee owner’s 
manual if the Corps has not provided a 
separate levee owner’s manual to the 
sponsor of a Federal project. 

(c) Procedural requirements. Levee 
Owner’s Manuals will be initially pro-
vided to non-Federal sponsors of Active 
flood control works during scheduled 
CEI’s and IEI’s. Sponsors of Inactive 
projects and private levee owners will 
be provided manuals upon written re-
quest to the responsible Corps district. 

§ 203.52 [Reserved] 

Subpart E—Emergency Water Sup-
plies: Contaminated Water 
Sources and Drought Assist-
ance 

§ 203.61 Emergency water supplies due 
to contaminated water source. 

(a) Authority. The Chief of Engineers 
is authorized to provide emergency 
supplies of clean water to any locality 
confronted with a source of contami-
nated water causing, or likely to cause, 
a substantial threat to the public 
health and welfare of the inhabitants 
of the locality. 

(b) Policies. (1) Any locality faced 
with a threat to public health and wel-
fare from a contaminated source of 
drinking water is eligible for assist-
ance. 

(2) Eligibility for assistance will be 
based on one or more of the following 
factors: 

(i) The maximum contaminant level 
or treatment technique for a contami-
nant, as established by the Environ-

mental Protection Agency pursuant to 
the Safe Drinking Water Act (see 40 
CFR 141), is exceeded. 

(ii) The water supply has been identi-
fied as a source of illness by a tribal, 
State, or Federal public health official. 
The specific contaminant does not have 
to be identified. 

(iii) An emergency (e.g., a flood or 
chemical spill) has occurred that has 
resulted in either: one or more con-
taminants entering the source on a suf-
ficient scale to endanger health; or, the 
emergency has made inoperable the 
equipment necessary to remove known 
contaminants. 

(iv) The presence of a contaminant is 
indicated on the basis of other informa-
tion available. 

(3) Corps assistance will be directed 
toward the provision of the minimum 
amount of water required to maintain 
the health and welfare requirements of 
the affected population. The quantity 
of water and the means of distribution 
will be at the discretion of the respon-
sible Corps official, who will consider 
the needs of the individual situation, 
the needs of the affected community, 
and the cost effectiveness of providing 
water by various methods. 

(4) If a locality has multiple sources 
of water, assistance will be furnished 
only to the extent that the remaining 
sources, with reasonable conservation 
measures, cannot provide adequate 
supplies of drinking water. 

(5) Loss of water supply is not a basis 
for assistance under this authority. 

(6) Water will not be furnished for 
commercial processes, except as inci-
dental to the use of existing distribu-
tion systems. This does not prohibit 
the furnishing of water for drinking by 
employees and on-site customers. 
Water for preparing retail meals and 
similar personal needs may be provided 
to the extent it would be furnished to 
individuals. 

(7) The permanent restoration of a 
safe supply of drinking water is the re-
sponsibility of local interests. 

(8) Corps assistance is limited to 30 
days, and requires the local interests 
to provide assurances of cooperation in 
a CA. (See subpart G of this part.) Ex-
tension of this 30-day period requires 
agreement (as an amendment to the 
previously signed CA) between the 
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State and the Corps. This agreement 
must cover specified services and re-
sponsibilities of each party, and provi-
sion of a firm schedule for local inter-
ests to provide normal supplies of 
water. 

(9) State, tribal, and local govern-
ments must make full use of their own 
resources, including National Guard 
capabilities. 

(c) Governor’s request. A letter signed 
by the Governor, or his or her author-
ized representative, requesting Corps 
assistance and addressing the State’s 
commitments and capabilities in re-
sponse to the emergency situation, is 
required. All requests should identify 
the following information: 

(1) Describe the local and State ef-
forts undertaken. Verify that all rea-
sonably available resources have been 
committed. 

(2) Identify the specific needs of the 
State, and the required Corps assist-
ance. 

(3) Identify additional commitments 
to be accomplished by the State. 

(4) Identify the project sponsor(s). 
(d) Non-Federal responsibilities. Non- 

Federal interests are responsible for 
restoration of the routine supply of 
clean drinking water, including cor-
recting any situations that cause con-
tamination. If assistance is furnished 
by the Corps, local interests must fur-
nish the basic requirements of local co-
operation as detailed in the Coopera-
tion Agreement. In all cases, reason-
able water conservation measures must 
be implemented. Local interests will be 
required to operate and maintain any 
loaned equipment, and to remove and 
return such equipment to Federal in-
terests, in a fully maintained condi-
tion, after the situation is resolved. 

§ 203.62 Drought assistance. 
(a) Authority. The Chief of Engineers, 

acting for the Secretary of the Army, 
has the authority under certain statu-
tory conditions to construct wells for 
farmers, ranchers, political subdivi-
sions, and to transport water to polit-
ical subdivisions, within areas deter-
mined to be drought-distressed. 

(b) General policy. (1) It is a non-Fed-
eral responsibility for providing an 
adequate supply of water to local in-
habitants. Corps assistance to provide 

emergency water supplies will only be 
considered when non-Federal interests 
have exhausted reasonable means for 
securing necessary water supplies, in-
cluding assistance and support from 
other Federal agencies. 

(2) Before Corps assistance is consid-
ered under this authority, the applica-
bility of other Federal assistance au-
thorities must be evaluated. If these 
programs cannot provide the needed as-
sistance, then maximum coordination 
should be made with appropriate agen-
cies in implementing Corps assistance. 

(c) Governor’s request. A letter signed 
by the Governor, requesting Corps as-
sistance and addressing the State’s 
commitments and capabilities with re-
sponse to the emergency situation, is 
required. All requests should identify 
the following information: 

(1) A description of local and State 
efforts undertaken. A verification that 
all available resources have been com-
mitted, to include National Guard as-
sets. 

(2) Identification of the specific needs 
of the State, and the required Corps as-
sistance. 

(3) Identification of the additional 
commitments to be accomplished by 
the State. 

(4) Identification of the project spon-
sor(s). 

(d) Definitions applicable to this sec-
tion—(1) Construction. This term in-
cludes initial construction, reconstruc-
tion, or repair. 

(2) Drought-distressed area. An area 
that the Secretary of the Army deter-
mines, due to drought conditions, has 
an inadequate water supply that is 
causing, or is likely to cause, a sub-
stantial threat to the health and wel-
fare of the inhabitants of the impacted 
area, including the threat of damage or 
loss of property. 

(3) Eligible applicant. Any rancher, 
farmer or political subdivision within a 
designated drought-distressed area 
that is experiencing an inadequate sup-
ply of water due to drought. 

(4) Farmer or rancher. An individual 
who realizes at least one-third of his or 
her gross annual income from agricul-
tural sources, and is recognized in the 
community as a farmer or rancher. A 
farming partnership, corporation, or 
similar entity engaged in farming or 
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